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of raw materials. Russian capitalists opened banks,
bought up cotton, sold Russian manufactured products,
and changed the economic and social status of the land,
with pauperization of the masses as its result. Extremes
of wealth and poverty appeared in the village, and as cotton
growth needs capital, the peasants passed under the control
of the Russian capitalists who provided it.

Cotton-growing in these conditions proved disastrous
to the lower strata of economic life and produced a homeless
population wandering for a job. Peasants had lost their
land, and with the prohibition of industry they lacked
factory jobs such as in England or the U.S.A. had
acted as compensation. Many, as in China, took to
lawless ways and practised brigandage from mountain
fastnesses.

The nomad agricultural peoples of Kirghizia,
Kazakstan, and Turkmenistan were crowded off their
lands by colonists from overcrowded areas in other parts
of the old Russian Empire. Their plight was still more
pitiful. Like North American Indians they became a
people in process of extinction.

Into this ploughed-up soil of human misery the seed
of communism fell. It found firm root, and a desperate
struggle began, and lasted for a dozen years, until full
victory was won.

The growth of communism in Central Asia was deemed
a serious menace to lands south of the Central Asian borders.
The millions of Mohammedans, Mongols, Jews, and
Armenians in what had been the Russian Empire were
bound by a thousand ties of religion, nationality, and trade
to the lands across the Russian border. England especially
feared the menace and endeavoured to form a counter-
revolution. Critical American writers like Joshua Kunitz,
in his valuable " Dawn over Samarkand ", even suggest
that British imperialism had grandiose schemes to sweep
the whole of this vast area of fertile valleys, large spaces,
and mountains rich in minerals of Central Asia and the
Caucasus into the lap of British Imperialism. At any rate